
Varden USK  - Appell v/Arian Neziri den 17.6.2019  kl.14:03 – Kamfjordvarden – Bautaen.  
Forfatter: JA Solli, lærer Varden USK. 
 

 

 

God dag alle sammen, good afternoon, everyone. Mr. Ambassador, Mr Mayor, our dear 
Principal, friends, teachers, co-students at Varden Ungdomsskole, ladies and gentlemen, 

We are 15 students in our class, it is called International Co-operation. We are 8th-graders.  

For the past few months, we have been working with the local municipality, regional 

authorities and our sponsors to arrive here today. Thank You all for your kind help! 

We have learnt how local, regional and national administration works, and most 

importantly, we have a better understanding today for what international co-operation 

means. It means that you need to have friends in other countries. 

The bonds between France and Norway are strong. We are friends. Good friends. Here, at 

this very spot, 130 years ago, on the 23rd of June, 1889, this stone was put in place. A young 

man, the later Police Chief in Sandefjord, Mr Fredrik Enge, 24 years old at the time, headed 

the commission organizing the conmemoration of two important events; 100 years for the 

French Revolution and 75 years since the Norwegian Constitution was established.  

Mr Ambassador, I call for continued, international co-operation. Yes, we are here today to 

conmemorate the French Revolution of 1789 and the Norwegian Constitution of 1814. 

However, the world today is even more inter-connected than it was more than 200 years 

ago. You know, and we know, that French soldiers, along with British forces, Polish troops 

and Norwegian soldiers, gave the Nazis their first defeat in the Second World War. Together, 

we fought the Nazis during the Battles of Narvik in June of 1940 in the North of Norway.  

Likewise, in June of 1944, 75 years ago this month, Norwegian soldiers gave their lives at the 

beaches of Normandy during the liberation of France and Europe. The word NORMANDY, 

this beautiful, French region, is very special to us Norwegians. The wonderful Bayeux carpet 

tells tales of Norman, Viking ships, maybe some from Skiringssal – very near our city of 

Sandefjord!!! 

Mr Ambassador, let us not forget the past…. Let us NEVER forget the past.  

Only this way we can understand where we are going in the future. Therefore, Mr Mayor, let 

us protect these landmarks, let us take care of this obelisc; it is more than a stone. Let us 

pride ourselves to become the best municipality in the country to protect our cultural 

heritage, and especially that heritage which is both national and international.  

Nå gir jeg ordet til Svein Holtedahl fra Sandar Historielag. Heia Norge, Vive-la-France!!! 

 


