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Remise des insignes de chevalier de la Légion d’honneur 

à 

Mme Kristin Skogen Lund 

5 décembre 2019 à 17 h 30 

 

Kjaere Fru Skogen Lund,  

Ladies & gentlemen,  

Dear friends,  

 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you, among your closest 

relatives, friends and colleagues at the French Residence 

tonight. 

 

You are, indeed, a woman of the world in every sense of the 

word. You are a close friend of France and of our language. You 

have held during your distinguished corporate career important 

functions both in Norway, in Scandinavia and abroad, in a wide 

variety of world-scale companies and you are a highly respected 

figure of the Scandinavian business scene.  

Last but not least, you resolutely play an important role in the 

advancement of the cause of women and gender equality on the 

Norwegian corporate planet. 

 

You have shown your interest for the wide world by 

accomplishing a large part of your academic curriculum abroad, 

first in the US Pacific NorthWest, at the University of Oregon, 

and then in Fontainebleau where you obtained a Master of 

business Administration from INSEAD, which connects you 

both to the rarefied business circles in Norway and to our 

country. 
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 I have been very pleased to notice upon my arrival in Oslo, that 

INSEAD has been, for many years now, the place of choice for 

the most ambitious Norwegian talents, when it comes to earning 

an MBA and embarking on a successful international corporate 

career.  

I will be very glad to organize the traditional INSEAD Alumni 

party at this very same place next January. 

 

You began your career abroad as a diplomat in the Norwegian 

diplomatic service, as an assistant to the Economic counsellor of 

the Norwegian Embassy to Spain. 

Soon after, you entered your first Fortune 500 company by 

taking up a marketing position in Sweden for Unilever Europe, 

and then working with Germany, always within Unilever. But 

while working for Unilever, you were living in Paris for two 

years. Unilever, just like L’Oreal in France, is considered as one 

of the most prestigious corporate “post-graduate” in Marketing.  

 

You became in 1997, at an incredibly young age, the CEO of 

Coca-Cola for Sweden. Switching from consumers goods to 

media, a decade after your graduation, you came back to 

Norway to become executive director for Scandinavia online, 

before assuming the responsibility of Scanpix for the whole 

Nordic and Baltic region until 2004. 

During the next 6 years, you embraced the task of further 

developing Aftenposten, the second largest daily and the 

newspaper of record in Norway, reconciling your proven 

business acumen with intellectual curiosity and demand. 

 

Then, in 2010, you enter, as Executive vice-President for the 

Nordics, the executive committee of Telenor, a Fortune 500 
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company at the time, the third one on your track record, with 

operations in now nearly 30 countries. 

 

Two years later, you decided to put your already rich and highly 

successful experience at the service of the Norwegian business 

community, by assuming the leadership of NHO, a well known 

institution to you, as you had assumed the acting presidency 

back in 2010, at the time Mr. Rieber withdrew.  

 

Throughout your career, you have been seating at the board of 

directors of some of the most important Scandinavian 

companies such as Ericsson, Orkla and, today, of course, the 

Schibsted group you are now heading. Schibsted, one of the 

leading media group in Europe, has very successfully embraced 

the digital revolution, inter alia, through Finn.no. 

 

I was therefore very interested to read your comments in the 

French newspapers “Les Echos” ten days ago about how you 

intend to launch the newspapers of your group into the digital 

age, from today to year 2021. 

 

Your current position adds an important business connection 

with France, since Schibsted started Leboncoin in 2006, built on 

the model of Finn.no. 

French equivalent of Finn, Leboncoin is one of the largest 

success story on the French Web. It is nowadays the 6th most 

visited website in France, with nearly 30 million monthly 

visitors. In 2017, nearly 900 000 French workers or students 

found a job through Leboncoin. So it concretely contributes 

every day to make France a better place to live and to work. 
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It is such a success that even our former president Nicolas 

Sarkozy found himself in a difficulty when he was asked a 

question by a journalist about Leboncoin and showed he was 

ignoring what the question was about. So he had to organize a 

quick learning session and a visit to catch up the subject and to 

show he was not outdated. 

 

Following the recent spin off of the group online ads business, 

Leboncoin became a subsidiary of the newly listed Adevinta 

whose motto is “We believe in matchmaking”. And indeed its 

parent, Schibsted, keeps contributing daily to the successful 

match between Norway and France. 

 

Beyond your exceptional contribution to the Norwegian 

business life, you are involved as a citizen. 

As a woman, your corporate achievements lead you to play a 

role model for Norwegian business women, since, I understand 

that the place of women in Norwegian businesses is not yet on 

par with their role in politics or public administration.  

Kapital magazine has put you, two years in a row, on the top of 

the list of Norway's most powerful women. 

On an international level, back in 2011 already, Fortune 

included you in its "Fortune 50 Most Powerful Women in 

Business".  

As a climate conscious Norwegian citizen, you have been 

involved as a member of the Global Commission on the 

Economy and climate. 

As a patron of the arts, you have been sitting on the board of the 

Norwegian chamber orchestra and you are still chairing the 

board of the Oslo philharmonic orchestra. 
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I also know that your links with our country are not limited to 

your studies or your professional career, but also extend to your 

personal life. 

You have strong connections with French friends. You enjoy 

visiting our country where you often go for holidays. You don’t 

limit yourself to the Cote d’Azur, but you also know very well 

Alsace, Burgundy, Aquitaine, and also Britany and Normandy, 

the most Viking parts of France. 

You speak French, and in many occasions you help us to 

promote the learning of our language for professional purposes. 

No later than yesterday in Sentralen you participated to the 

Choose France afterwork where you shared your experience 

about studies in France. 

 

For all those reasons and many others, I would like to extend to 

you tonight the gratitude of France. This is therefore with great 

pleasure that, in the name of the President of the French 

Republic, I bestow upon you the insignia of knight in the order 

of the legion of honour. 

 

« Au nom du Président de la République, je vous fais Chevalier 

dans l’Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur. » 

 

 

 

 

 


